
Charleston

1. Pirate Executions
a. In November 1718, 49 pirates were hanged at “the White Point” in Charleston.

“The White Point” refers to the southernmost tip of the peninsula of Charleston,
one most visible to ships passing by. This was a deliberate choice, one that
allowed everyone coming and leaving Charleston to see what brutal punishment

would be allotted to pirates.
b. Source (also includes a podcast about the hangings)

:https://www.ccpl.org/charleston-time-machine/pirate-executions-1718
2. Mother Emanuel AME

a. Since the early 1800’s, African Americans used this space as a place to freely
worship in the midst of oppression. Founded in 1817, Mother Emanuel AME is
the oldest African Methodist Episcopal church in the Southern United States.

White officials raided the church and arrested congregants on several occasions in
1818, 1820, and 1821. In 1822, this abuse of power came to a head when the
church was burned to the ground by white oppressors. After this, 35 men,
including church founder Denmark Vesey, were executed because of their slave
revolt plot. In 1891, after the civil war, the church was rebuilt. This 1891 building
is still standing.

Unfortunately, this was not the end of racial struggles for Mother Emanuel AME.
In June 2015, nine church members were shot and killed by a 21-year-old
self-named white supremacist. Despite the tragedies suffered by this congregation,
they continue to proudly proclaim their faith in God.

b. To honor the life of Denmark Vessey, you can visit the Denmark Vessey
Monument in Hampton Park, Charleston, South Carolina.

3. Old Slave Mart, 6 Chalmers Street, Charleston, SC
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a. During the antebellum era, Charleston served as a hub for slave trade. Located on
one of Charleston’s few remaining cobblestone streets, The Old Slave Mart stands
today. Built in 1859, this building was used to auction off African American men,
women, and children. Today, the building is used as an African American history
museum.

4. International African American Museum
a. “Of Trauma, Truth, and Triumph. The International African American Museum

tells the unvarnished stories of the African American experience across
generations, the trauma and triumph that gave rise to a resilient people.”
https://iaamuseum.org/about/

Beaufort

1. Penn Center Reconstruction National Site
a. Early in the civil war, St. Helena Island became occupied by Union forces. Due to

this occupation, enslaved people were able to gain freedom in their communities.
The Port Royal Experiment led to new hospitals and schools opening, allowing
access to health and education that was previopusly restricted from African
Americans in the south. Founded in 1862 by Laura Towne and Ellen Murray,
Penn school was one of the first schools to open for formerly enslaved people.
Today, the Penn Center acts as a civil rights retreat and community center.

b. https://www.penncenter.com/history-timeline

Columbia
- Broad River Correctional (outside the fence)

In January of 1990, the state execution chamber was moved to Broad River Correctional
Institution, located in Columbia. All 35 people on South Carolina Death Row are housed in
Broad River. The death chamber has recently been renovated at the cost of $53,600 to
accommodate for the addition of a firing squad. With the addition of the firing squad, South
Carolina becomes one of only four states that allows for such a practice. Since the U.S. Supreme
Court case Gregg v. Georgia (1976), South Carolina has executed 43 people. Of the 43, 36 were
executed by lethal injection and 7 by electrocution. Law governs the witnesses of an execution:
three members of the press can be present, three members of the victim’s family, a minister of
the gospel, the inmate’s legal counsel, the chief law enforcement officer, and the solicitor from
the county where the crime occurred.

Sources
https://apnews.com/article/business-executions-south-carolina-columbia-ba72f80f8f6ff3c43ff6e5009be97053
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/database/executions?state=South+Carolina&federal=No
https://www.doc.sc.gov/news/deathrow.html
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- Central Correctional Institution
Executions began occurring in the state penitentiary (now demolished) in 1912. This was

a result of legislation introduced in 1911, which required executions be carried out “within the
walls of the penitentiary” by electrocution. Before this, executions were conducted by individual
counties throughout South Carolina by public hanging. The state constructed a death house on
the prison grounds– a red brick building measuring 60 by 40 feet. The building had no heating
system and contained six cells, an autopsy room, a “death warrant room”, and a death room. The
death room was a 20 feet by 20 feet room that held the electric chair. There are various occasions
that the electric chair didn’t work, resulting in a postponed execution. When the chair did work
correctly, the lights in the building dimmed during an electrocution because of how high the
voltage of the chair was. Before the penitentiary closed, 243 people were executed.

The old site of Central Correctional Institution is now the Canalside Lofts Apartment Complex
in Columbia, SC. There is virtually nothing remaining of the prison. The cemetery where the
executed were buried is called State Cemetery. It’s just off Elmwood Avenue in Columbia, SC,
where Elmwood turns into I-126 West. It’s a smaller patch set aside from the Elmwood Meunier
Funeral Home/Randolph Cemetery.
Sources
https://www.chicora.org/pdfs/RC509.pdf

-SC Supreme Court
The current statute has been declared constitutional, both by the State Supreme Court and the United

States Supreme Court, State v. Shaw (1979). It was under this statutory scheme that the death penalty was
reimposed in South Carolina in January, 1985.
https://case-law.vlex.com/vid/state-v-shaw-no-888967580

Sumter/Clarendon site
- George Stinney Jr. Memorial Site (US 521, Alcolu, SC 29001)--This site can be found on

Google Maps.

In 1944, George Stinney Jr.was arrested and executed for the murder of two white girls. George
Stinney Jr., a fourteen-year-old black boy, is the youngest person to be executed in the U.S. in the
last century. George was represented by a lawyer that didn’t specialize in criminal law, and who
did not call a single witness to the stand. Stinney Jr. was questioned without his parents or an
attorney present. An all-white jury deliberated for ten minutes before convicting him of the rape
and murder of the two girls. No African Americans were allowed in the courtroom. His
court-appointed lawyer filed no petitions or requests for a stay of execution. In 2014, a judge
threw out his murder conviction on the basis that George was deprived of various due process
rights during the two hour trial. His headstone is on display near Sumter highway.

Sources
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https://eji.org/news/george-stinney-exonerated/?_gl=1*1eo9f1u*_ga*Mjk2NjUwNjA3LjE2ODY2OTEzOTY.*_ga_
XWJ7160MR9*MTY4OTM1NzI5MC40LjEuMTY4OTM1NzQyNy41NS4wLjA.
https://www.postandcourier.com/free-times/news/heed-the-lesson-of-the-stinney-case/article_afa52fc7-e527-5c6f-ae
da-cd5bbe78de74.html

Edgefield

Edgefield site: Sue Logue's residence

- Old Timmerman store

On January 15th, 1943, Sue Logue was the first woman and only woman to be executed in the
electric chair in South Carolina. Mrs Logue, a 43-year-old former school teacher, was convicted
with her brother-in-law George Logue and Clarence Bagwell for planning the murder of their
neighbor Davis Timmerman. Sue Logue’s husband, Wallace Logue, had previously been shot
and killed by Timmerman over a calf. Logue’s calf had been killed by Timmerman’s mule, and
he went to Timmerman’s store to demand Timmerman repay him for the calf. After Timmerman
refused to pay Logue’s new and increased price (of $40), there was a physical fight, and
Timmerman shot Logue twice. He then reported the shooting to the sheriff, and was acquitted by
a jury who ruled that he acted in self-defense.

Sue Logue and her husband’s brother, George, didn’t agree with this ruling. They paid
Wallace’s nephew, a Spartanburg police officer, $500 to find someone to kill Timmerman.
Clarence Bagwell was selected for the job, and a year later after Wallace died Bagwell entered
Timmerman’s store and shot him five times from a point-blank range, killing him immediately.
After a deadly standoff at the Logue’s home, the trio was arrested and tried for the death of
Timmerman. During trial four months later, Sue Logue was labeled by prosecution as the
“brains” behind the death. The trial lasted three days, and the jury convicted the group after
deliberating for two hours. The night before Sue was electrocuted, she reportedly cried as her
long, dark hair was shaved completely off. The Timmerman store still stands on Meeting Street,
at the intersection of Highway 378 and Highway 430.

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=SPNP19430115.2.171&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN--------

https://murderpedia.org/female.L/l/logue-sue.htm (report from EdgefieldDaily.com)

https://whosonthemove.com/how-a-mule-kick-killed-eight-people-189944/

Greenville
- Willie Earle

- Lynching site (exact address in Pickens County, SC, near an old slaughterhouse)
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- Pickens County Jail
- Old Greenville County courthouse
- Burial site (150 Abel Road, Clemson, SC 29631)

In 1947, a 24-year-old black man named Willie Earle was charged with robbing and
stabbing a white taxi driver. On the night of February 17th, a white mob broke into and took Mr.
Earle out of the Pickens County jail where he was being held. The jailer released Earle and
reportedly told the mob, “I guess you boys know what you’re doing.” The mob took Mr. Earle to
a deserted part of the main road from Pickens to Greenville, on the outskirts of Greenville
county. They then repeatedly stabbed and beat Earle, shooting him in the body and head. Earle’s
death rose to national prominence as the country’s largest lynching trial. Press flocked to
Greenville, and police arrested 31 men that were supposedly involved with the killing. The
10-day trial took place in the Old Greenville County courthouse, and the jury was made up of
twelve white men. During the trial, the defendants chewed gum, laughed at the mentioning of
Earle’s name. One of the defense attorneys even called Mr. Earle a “mad dog” that deserved to
be killed. 26 men admitted to being involved in the killing of Willie Earle. Despite these 26
confessions, the all-white jury acquitted the men on May 21, 1947.

One can visit the old Greenville County courthouse (130 S. Main St.) where these men
were acquitted in the lynching trial– a bookstore now is on the bottom floor. Willie Earle is
buried behind Abel Baptist Church in Clemson, South Carolina. The Earle family still lives in
the Clemson area and forever remains impacted by the death. According to Earle’s step-niece,
Eloise Earle, Earle's mother "Grandma Tessie" Roseman Earle, never got over her son’s death.
"It caused distress for the whole family, but particularly for her. Several of Willie's sisters had
breakdowns in later years because of the strain of this awful thing." The killing of William Earle
is the last documented lynching in the entire state of South Carolina. Even though all of the men
walked free, some leaders declared the fact that there was even a trial to begin with as progress
in the Southern state. William B. Gravely, author of They Stole Him Out of Jail: Willie Earle,
South Carolina’s Last Lynching Victim, describes the phenomenon: “On one level, the public
[perception] was, this was progress because you had arrests, even though you didn’t get a
conviction. There was also great regret and confusion about how you could have this happen?
How could you have confessions and not a conviction?”

Sources
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1947/06/14/opera-in-greenville
https://greenvillejournal.com/black-history-month/75-years-later-willie-earles-lynching-still-looms-large-in-greenvil
les-painful-past/
https://greenbookofsc.com/locations/the-lynching-of-willie-earle/
https://calendar.eji.org/racial-injustice/feb/17
https://wordinblack.com/2021/11/the-lynching-of-willie-earle-prompted-a-trial-but-no-convictions/
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https://archive.independentmail.com/news/local/clemson-family-remembers-states-last-lynching-victim-ep-4134344
13-349365891.html/#:~:text=Eloise%20Earle%20of%20Clemson%20stands,was%20her%20father's%20step%2Dbr
other.
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